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Quick recap​

The ABHM Book Club met to discuss "Black Patriots and Loyalists" by Alan Gilbert, focusing on 
how the American Revolution involved two conflicting revolutions - one for independence from 
Britain and another for freedom from slavery. The group explored how both the American and 
British sides exploited Black soldiers' desires for freedom while ultimately breaking promises to 
them after the war. Participants discussed how the book complicates the traditional narrative 
of the Revolutionary War and connects to current tensions around historical truth-telling in 
museums, particularly noting Lonnie Bunch's leadership at the Smithsonian in defending 
scholarship against political pressure. The conversation also touched on how the book reveals 
underrepresented stories of Black involvement in the war and connects to broader themes of 
dehumanization and the ongoing struggle for true freedom in American history.

Summary​

ABHM Book Club Selections​

ABHM led a meeting about the ABHM Book Club program, which has been running since 
November 2020 and focuses on discussing books about racial history and reconciliation. The 
August selection was announced as "Black History Can Save Your Life" by Ernest Crim, with 
September's selection being "The Underground Railroad" by Colson Whitehead, which aligns 
with National Underground Railroad Month. ABHM discussed upcoming book club selections, 
including a Halloween-themed choice about Black horror cinema in October and plans to 
feature user-submitted ideas for next year's selections.

ABHM Book Club Discussion​

The group then discussed "Black Patriots and Loyalists," with ABHM highlighting themes of 
exploitation and noting how both sides used Black soldiers for their goals while failing to honor 
promises made to them. The discussion explored how the book complicates the narrative of 



American freedom during the Revolutionary War, particularly regarding enslaved people 
seeking freedom by aligning with the British side.

ABHM led a book club discussion on Alan Gilbert's work exploring two revolutions: 
independence from Britain and freedom from slavery. The discussion covered how these 
revolutions clashed, with examples like Crispus Attucks and the Laurens family, highlighting 
broken promises made to enslaved people and indigenous groups. The conversation also 
touched on how historical narratives often simplify complex realities and the importance of 
learning about historical figures who walked their talk.

American Revolution Museum Controversies​

ABHM discussed the ongoing consequences of the American Revolution's unaddressed 
contradictions, highlighting how museums are being pressured to dismantle truthful historical 
narratives about slavery. The discussion focused on how current leadership is embracing white 
supremacy and using history to justify oppressive actions, with particular concern about the 
Smithsonian being targeted for its historical truth-telling mission.

Museum Leadership and Historical Scholarship​

ABHM discussed the importance of supporting museum institutions, particularly highlighting 
Lonnie Bunch's leadership at the Smithsonian and his firm stance on protecting historical 
scholarship and narratives. ABHM mentioned editing a recorded book club session featuring 
Bunch's memoir about building the National Museum of African American History and Culture, 
as they believed his insights and respect for Dr. Cameron and ABHM were valuable. 

Enslaved People in American Revolution​

The discussion focused on how enslaved people's escapes and global freedom struggles 
impacted the Revolutionary period. They explored how Britain used enslaver's anxieties about 
slave revolts as a war strategy and examined the connection between American democracy 
and abolitionist movements. ABHM noted that while the Revolution was not perfect, its ideals 
of freedom and republicanism inspired other countries' struggles for independence and 
abolition.

Black Revolutionaries' Unfulfilled Promises​



The group discussed how promises of freedom for enslaved people were often unfulfilled 
whether they fought for the British or American sides. They explored how dehumanization was 
normalized during that era and examined the connections between colonialism in America and 
Africa. The discussion concluded with reflections on how this history complicates the 250th 
anniversary commemorations of the United States, with participants considering how museums 
could make this topic accessible to the public and the importance of understanding these 
nuanced stories rather than accepting a simple narrative of progress.


