
 
 

 
ABHM Book Club Discussion Guide 
July 25th, 2026 at 1:30 PM 
Black Patriots and Loyalists by Alan Gilbert 
 
How to Use this Guide: 
ABHM staff created this guide to assist in reading and discussion of Annette 
Gordon-Reed’s Black Patriots and Loyalists (2012). Please feel free to print a copy and 
keep it with your book as you lend to friends and others who are interested. Do not 
expect to get through all of the questions during the upcoming meeting nor in one 
sitting. Perhaps consider them as conversation starters or an invitation to reflect more 
deeply about your own or shared experiences.  
 
Suggested Questions for Discussion: 
 

1.​ What is the other revolution that Alan Gilbert is centering (in addition to the fight 
for independence from Britain)? How do these two revolutions clash or contradict 
one another? See pages viii, 35, 87, 95, 99, 119, 160, 191, 217, and 255. 
 

2.​ What is the relationship between emancipation and the American revolution? 
How does this book complicate the concept of “freedom” in the formation of the 
United States? See pages vii, x, 6, 43, 62, 96, 170, and 173. 
 

3.​ In what ways are we still dealing with the consequences of the inherent 
contradictions in the American Revolution? Where do you see current conflicts in 
our country caused by these unaddressed questions at the outset of the war? 
See pages 13 and 159. 
 

4.​ What surprised you the most about this history? Whose story did you learn about 
that you did not know before? What sources do we have (or not have) to 
reconstruct this history? See pages xi, 39, 68, 98, 103, 117, 169, and 196. 
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5.​ What were the various motivations of Black people who chose to fight for either 
side? What were the motivations of either side in promising freedom to Black 
people who fought for them? See pages viii, 11, 18, 22, 27, 28, 37, 45, 65, 84, 
89, 130, and 250. 
 

6.​ In what ways does the American Revolution connect to the conflict that erupts 
during the Civil War? How do you see the relationship between these two military  
conflicts in early America? See pages 46, 54, 75, 111, 244, 248, 253, and 254. 
 

7.​ Where do you see examples of the difference between abolitionism and wanting 
true freedom for Black people in the American Revolution? How does this 
distinction relate to the African diaspora and world history? See pages xii, xiii, 3, 
40, 69, 107, 140, 178, 186, 187, 212, 219, and 230. 
 

8.​ Gilbert talks about how certain places have obscured or overlooked the 
contributions of Black people in the fight for independence, sometimes on 
purpose. Why do you think that is? What can we gain by centering this 
experience in popular memory? See pages 83, 94, and 175. 
 

9.​ Those in power on both sides of the Revolutionary War constantly dehumanized 
Black people in their ranks. Where did you see examples of this? Why was this 
normalized at this time and how might it have contributed to the treatment of 
Black soldiers? See pages 128, 133, 185, and 214. 
 

10.​As we stand in the wake of the 250th anniversary of this conflict and the 
formation of this country, what does this book provide us in terms of how we 
move forward? How does it complicate or add to this commemoration? See 
pages 13, 55, 93, 115, 176, and 243. 
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