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Without Fear by Keisha N. Blain 
 
How to Use this Guide: 
 
ABHM staff created this guide to assist in reading and discussion of Dr. Cameron’s 
memoir, Without Fear. Please feel free to print a copy and keep it with your book as you 
lend to friends and others who are interested. Do not expect to get through all of the 
questions during the upcoming meeting nor in one sitting. Perhaps consider them as 
conversation starters or an invitation to reflect more deeply about your own or shared 
experiences.  
 
Suggested Questions for Discussion: 
 

1)​ As we look forward to the 250th anniversary of the United States, where do you 
see in this book Black women activists referencing and uphold the founding 
principles of the U.S.? What does this book add to your understanding of this 
commemoration? 
 

2)​ Blain argues that Black women helped connect the struggle for civil rights at 
home to international human rights. Where do you see this argument supported? 
How does this perspective change our understanding of American history? 
 

3)​ In addition to mentioning some more familiar leaders, this book also highlights 
everyday activists and their “ground-up” approaches. Which of these 
lesser-known figures (e.g., Pearl Sherrod, Aretha McKinley) resonated most with 
you and why? 
 

4)​ The text highlights how Black women have historically faced intertwined racism, 
sexism, and classism. How did this inform their creation of a more effective form 
of activism? 
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5)​ How did activists in the book connect their struggle in the U.S. to global issues 
like the Armenian massacres or Palestinian rights? 
 

6)​ Why do you think this history and the contributions of Black women have been 
overlooked in the history of the struggle for human rights? How does this book 
serve as a corrective? 
 

7)​ How can the strategies utilized by Black women in the 19th and 20th centuries be 
applied to contemporary struggles? 
 

8)​ How did Black women use the "global Black press" and the power of the written 
word to make their voices heard? How does this connect to the importance of the 
pursuit of literacy and education? 
 

9)​ What were some of the organizations and tools outside formal politics Black 
women created and used to make their voices heard? How did the featured 
women utilize the Black press and international travel to advance their agendas? 
 

10)​The title "Without Fear" was inspired by Mary McLeod Bethune. What does it 
mean to act "without fear" in today's political climate, especially regarding the 
teaching of Black history? 
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