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ABHM Book Club Discussion Guide 

May 30th, 2026 at 1:30 PM 

Black in Blues by Imani Perry 

 

How to Use this Guide: 

ABHM staff created this guide to assist in reading and discussion of Imani Perry’s Black 

in Blues (2026). Please feel free to print a copy and keep it with your book as you lend 

to friends and others who are interested. Do not expect to get through all of the 

questions during the upcoming meeting nor in one sitting. Perhaps consider them as 

conversation starters or an invitation to reflect more deeply about your own or shared 

experiences.  

 

Suggested Questions for Discussion: 

 

1) Which example of the significance of the color blue in Black history did you find 

most compelling? Did this kind of analysis shift your way of thinking about that 

certain historical event, person, place, etc.? 

 

2) How did the use of a color as a throughline through history affect you as you 

were reading? Could this be done with other colors? 

 

3) Imani Perry’s books often include her own personal connections to the topics she 

is writing about. Where did Perry do that in this book? Why do you think she 

chooses to do that? Do you appreciate these personal glimpses? See pages 1, 

215, and 240. 

 

4) Where and how does Perry unpack race as a concept and construction? What 

does she describe as “technologies of race”? How did technologies of race 

transform across the eras she takes us through? See pages 31, 34, 51, 53, 74, 

103, 104, 149, 151, and 227. 
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5) In Black in Blues, Perry discusses the pursuit of literacy and education by Black 

people as an essential part of freedom. How does this connect to other books we 

have read in this book club? Where do you see the connections between 

education and freedom? See pages 16, 84, 111, 114, 117, and 221. 

 

6) Throughout the book, Perry introduces us to both well-known historical figures 

and people who are lesser known. How was she able to uncover some of the 

stories that have been overlooked historically? Was there a new person or event 

you learned about that was particularly compelling? See pages 9, 89, and 135. 

 

7) Where does material culture and art enter into Perry’s narrative? What does she 

have to say about the artifacts and objects left behind and their connection to 

history? See pages 113, 160, and 232. 

 

8) This year is the 250th anniversary of the United States. How does Perry add to 

our understanding of the origin of the U.S. and the continuing struggles we are 

facing today? What perspective/guidance does she offer for today? See pages 

23, 43, 91, 165, 169, 192, and 237. 

 

9) During her talk at America’s Black Holocaust Museum last month, Perry said 

museums like ABHM are important to curiosity and the thirst discussed in 

question 5. She also said museums have been historically unwelcoming to 

certain groups of people. How do you feel about museums? What could they do 

better in our current moment? 

 

10) How does Perry balance stories of trauma and melancholy with beauty and hope, 

particularly through the color blue? 

 

 


