
 

 
 
 

ABHM Book Club Discussion Guide 
October 30th, 2025 at 6 PM CT 
I’ve Been Here All The While by Alaina E. Roberts 
 
How to Use this Guide: 
America’s Black Holocaust Museum staff created this guide to assist in reading and 
discussion of I’ve Been Here All The While. Please feel free to print a copy and keep it 
with your book as you lend to friends and others who are interested. Do not expect to 
get through all of the questions during the upcoming meeting nor in one sitting. Perhaps 
consider them as conversation starters or an invitation to reflect more deeply about this 
book. 
 
Suggested Questions for Discussion: 
 

1.​ How does Roberts define settler colonialism? Were you familiar with this term 
before reading this book? How does her research complicate this concept? 
 

2.​ The Reconstruction Era is widely accepted to be from 1863 to 1877, but Roberts 
argues it should be extended to 1907 when considering the West. What is the 
value of reframing this timeline? How does her research compel us to reconsider 
the Reconstruction Era and reparations? 
 

3.​ For Roberts, why is this history personal? What does her own family’s experience 
add to her argument? As a descendent of these communities, did you find her 
arguments more compelling? Why or why not? 
 

4.​ Were you surprised to learn about the enslavement of Black people by 
indigenous people? If you had already learned this, how was that conversation 
framed? How does Roberts approach this topic?  
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5.​ How were the 5 tribes (Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole) 
treated by the U.S. government compared to other tribes? How were they treated 
compared to the Confederacy? Why are these distinctions important, according 
to Roberts? 
 

6.​ Roberts' argument culminates in the Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921. Why do you 
think she ends with this event? How did the massacre connect to settler 
colonialism during the Reconstruction Era? 
 

7.​ What is the connection between land and freedom/citizenship in this territory, 
according to Roberts? How about in this country? Has this changed today? How 
is this complicated by racism and racist policies? 
 

8.​ What laws and acts does Roberts discuss in her book? Why is it important to 
understand these and the “politics of claiming land”?  
 

9.​ Did Roberts change the way you think about “Indian territory” or this era? What 
else has she changed your thinking on? 
 

10.​In general, what did you think of Roberts’ central argument(s)? What did you 
learn that will stick with you the most?  
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